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                                                                                    There’s something for everyone. From award-winning theater and music, to poetry and exhibitions, experience the power of the arts with us.

                                                                                

                                        	
                                                Calendar
                                                                                                    Upcoming events
                                                                                            
	
                                                Tickets
                                                                                                    Discounts, subscriptions, group sales
                                                                                            
	
                                                Theater
                                                                                                    Our award-winning performances of Shakespeare, adaptations, and new works
                                                                                            
	
                                                Music
                                                                                                    Our early music ensemble Folger Consort and more
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                                                                                                    Our longstanding O.B. Hardison Poetry Reading Series and workshops
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                                                                                    Folger Theatre has reopened its doors, with the rest of the building to follow on June 21. Learn about the building renovation and start planning your visit.
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                                                                                    Discover Shakespeare’s stories and the world that shaped them. Deepen your understanding of his works and their cultural influence.

                                                                                

                                        	
                                                Shakespeare's works
                                                                                                    Read and learn more about Shakespeare's plays and poems
                                                                                            
	
                                                Shakespeare in print
                                                                                                    The First Folio (the book that gave us Shakespeare) and what came after
                                                                                            
	
                                                Shakespeare in performance
                                                                                                    From playhouse to film sets, explore four centuries of staging Shakespeare
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                                                                                                    Find out about Shakespeare's life in Stratford and London
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                                                                                    Bring Shakespeare’s work to life in the classroom. Find teaching resources and opportunities.

                                                                                

                                        	
                                                Teaching with the Folger Method
                                                                                                    An accessible and immersive way to teach students about any kind of literature
                                                                                            
	
                                                Become a Teacher Member
                                                                                                    Get full access to the latest resources and ongoing professional development
                                                                                            
	
                                                Professional development
                                                                                                    From live webinars to on-demand content for educators, join us
                                                                                            
	
                                                Teaching resources
                                                                                                    Access lesson plans and activities for the classroom, organized by play
                                                                                            
	
                                                Shakespeare's works
                                                                                                    Read and search the complete works of Shakespeare for free
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                                                                                    Dive deep into the world’s largest Shakespeare collection and access primary sources from the early modern period.

                                                                                

                                        	
                                                About our collections
                                                                                                    From printed works of Shakespeare to rare materials from the early modern period
                                                                                            
	
                                                Use the library
                                                                                                    Researcher registration and reference services
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                                                                                                    Find out about our scholarly programs and fellowship opportunities
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                    Become a part of the story
                    	
                            Join and Support 
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                                                            [image: ]
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                                                                            Join and Support

                                                                                                                                        
                                                    View All  
                                                

                                                                                    

                                                                                    Support us to bring Shakespeare and his world to life for everyone.

                                                                                

                                        	
                                                Become a member
                                                                                                    Unlock more of the Folger with a membership
                                                                                            
	
                                                Donate now
                                                                                                    Make a gift online
                                                                                            
	
                                                How to give
                                                                                                    More options for how to make your donation
                                                                                            
	
                                                The Wonder of Will
                                                                                                    Our campaign supporting the building renovation project
                                                                                            
	
                                                Planned giving
                                                                                                    Help keep the Folger going and growing for the next generation
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                                                                                                    A celebratory evening to benefit the Folger
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                                    Welcome to the Folger

                                                    Enjoy great stories  |  Explore what makes you curious  |  Share the best in art, history, and literature with friends and family at the world’s largest Shakespeare collection.
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                                                    Plan your visit for this spring

                                                Folger Theatre has returned to its historic home on Capitol Hill. Here’s what to expect when you come to see a performance.
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                                                    What a visit will be like this summer

                                                Be the first to explore our new exhibition galleries, learning lab, café, and expanded gardens this summer after a major building renovation.
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Join us for in-person and virtual events: theater, poetry, music, and more.
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            Early Music Seminar: Ovid's Metamorphoses

            
                Join Folger Consort Artistic Director Robert Eisenstein for a preview of the upcoming concert.            

            
                Wed, Apr 10, 2024, 6pm            
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            Ovid's Metamorphoses

            
                Folger Consort performs French Baroque settings of stories from Ovid’s Metamorphoses, and 18th-century masterpieces by Marais, Telemann, and more.             

            
                Fri, Apr 12 – Sun, Apr 14, 2024            
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            Shakespeare is FOR Students with IEPs and 504s

            
                Teachers are invited to join this free Folger Education professional development session.            

            
                Wed, Apr 17, 2024, 8pm ET            
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                                                        Virtual - Zoom
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            O.B. Hardison Series Finale Reading: Edward Hirsch

            
                Edward Hirsch will read from his own poetry and from the work of poets who have influenced him.            

            
                Thu, Apr 25, 2024, 7:30pm            
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            Shakespeare's Birthday Lecture: Dr. Patricia Akhimie on "The Goodness of the Night: Editing Othello"

            
                Join us for the Folger Institute’s annual Shakespeare’s Birthday Lecture with Dr. Patricia Akhimie, Director of the Folger Institute.            

            
                Sat, Apr 27, 2024, 7pm            
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            Folger Book Club: The East Indian

            
                Our May book club tells the story of Tony, a young boy kidnapped and indentured on a tobacco plantation during the early days of English colonization in Virginia.            

            
                Thu, May 2, 2024, 6:30pm            
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            Metamorphoses

            
                The classic tales of Ovid come to astonishing life in Mary Zimmerman's adaptation where gods and mortals experience love, loss, invention, and transformation.            

            
                Tue, May 7 – Sun, Jun 16, 2024            
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                                                        Folger Theatre
                                            

                            

                    

    




                

                    


    



                                            

                

            
                  

                

    


    
    



    
    
        

        
        
            
                
                    
                                                    
    

                        
                    About us
                
        
        
            
            
                


                
                    
                                                    About us

                                                How did the world’s largest Shakespeare collection end up one block from the US Capitol? Explore the Folger’s origin story.
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                    The latest from our blogs and podcast
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        Shakespeare and the Enviroment, with Todd Andrew Borlik
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                    April 8, 2024                
            

            
                            

        

        
                    
            Folger Members can preview this podcast episode now!
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        “According to the scrip”: Shakespeare’s text from cue scripts to promptbooks and beyond
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                                            Brittany N. Williams
                                    

                            

        

        
                    
            Brittany N. Williams looks at cue scripts and their importance to actors in Shakespeare’s time.
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            Erin Blake explains how to use a mystery object when examining the card catalog.
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            This month’s Crocodile Mystery presents you with an object that is used in the library, but is not part of the library collection itself.
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                                            Austin Tichenor
                                    

                            

        

        
                    
            Austin Tichenor explores the deep connections the president and his murderer share with William Shakespeare.

            

            

    


                            

                                                    
                                                                
    
    'Immortal Longings' Resource Guide

                        
        [image: ]
    
    
    

        Folger Spotlight
        'Immortal Longings' Resource Guide


        
            
                Posted
                
                    March 25, 2024                
            

            
                                Author
                
                                            The Folger Spotlight
                                    

                            

        

        
                    
            Resources related to Immortal Longings by Chloe Gong.
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                                                    About the Folger's Search for a New Director

                                                The Folger is seeking a seasoned and strategic director with energy and vision to lead the organization into its second century. Learn more about the search process.
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                                                    The First Folio

                                                The Folger has the world’s largest collection of First Folios. Learn more about the book that gave us Shakespeare.
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                                                    A majestic portrait

                                                The Folger collection includes about 200 paintings. This portrait of Queen Elizabeth I by George Gower is dated 1579 making it the oldest painting in our collection. Two years after he completed this portrait, Gower became Serjeant Painter to the Queen, making him the most important artist in England.

Our other Elizabeth I holdings include hand-signed letters, books, and even New Year’s gift rolls detailing her holiday gifts. It is the largest collection of Elizabeth I materials in North America.

View more collection highlights
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                    Shakespeare’s works

View the full list of plays and poems to read, search, and download our bestselling editions of Shakespeare’s works.

See all the plays and poems

                

    



                                                    
    
        
                    Shakespeare’s most popular plays

                

    



                                                    
    

                        
                    Romeo and Juliet
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                                                    What was Shakespeare's theater like?

                                                Learn about the Globe and other London playhouses where Shakespeare’s company performed. What was it like to be an actor there, or an audience member?
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                                                    How can Shakespeare help 21st-century students be stronger readers?  

                                                Our Folger Method is revolutionizing how not just Shakespeare but all literature is taught using strategies that allow all students to own – and enjoy – complex texts.

                    

                

            


        


    



                                            

                

            
                  

                

    


    
    



    
    
        

                    
                
                    
                        Research

                    

                

            

        
        
            
                
                    
                                                    
    

                        
                    Featured research projects and initiatives
                
        
        
            
                                    
                        [image: Photo of people talking and gesturing]
                    
                
            
            
                


                
                    
                                                    If we are what we eat, what can recipes from the past tell us? 

                                                Projects like Before ‘Farm to Table’ unite scholars and practitioners in investigations into the past to shed light on what matters to us today.
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                                                    Support the things you love

                                                Your gifts make access to our collection, learning opportunities, and exciting experiences happen.

Give today

Become a member
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                    Find out what’s on, read our latest stories, and learn how you can get involved. 
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