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                                                The Folger collection includes about 200 paintings. This portrait of Queen Elizabeth I by George Gower is dated 1579 making it the oldest painting in our collection. Two years after he completed this portrait, Gower became Serjeant Painter to the Queen, making him the most important artist in England.

Our other Elizabeth I holdings include hand-signed letters, books, and even New Year’s gift rolls detailing her holiday gifts. It is the largest collection of Elizabeth I materials in North America.

View more collection highlights

                    

                

            


        


    



                                            

                

            
                  

                

    


    
    



    
    
        

        
        
            
                
                    
                                                    
    
        
            

                
                                        
                    
                
                
            

        
            



                                                    
    
        
                    Shakespeare’s works

View the full list of plays and poems to read, search, and download our bestselling editions of Shakespeare’s works.

See all the plays and poems

                

    



                                                    
    
        
                    Shakespeare’s most popular plays

                

    



                                                    
    

                        
                    Romeo and Juliet
                
        
        
            
                                    
                        
                    
                
            
            
                


                
                    
                                                    Romeo and Juliet

                                                                    

                

            


        


    



                                                    
    

                        
                    Macbeth
                
        
        
            
                                    
                        
                    
                
            
            
                


                
                    
                                                    Macbeth

                                                                    

                

            


        


    



                                                    
    

                        
                    A Midsummer Night’s Dream
                
        
        
            
                                    
                        
                    
                
            
            
                


                
                    
                                                    A Midsummer Night's Dream

                                                                    

                

            


        


    



                                                    
    

                        
                    Julius Caesar
                
        
        
            
                                    
                        
                    
                
            
            
                


                
                    
                                                    Julius Caesar

                                                                    

                

            


        


    



                                                    
    

                        
                    Othello
                
        
        
            
                                    
                        
                    
                
            
            
                


                
                    
                                                    Othello

                                                                    

                

            


        


    



                                                    
    

                        
                    Hamlet
                
        
        
            
                                    
                        
                    
                
            
            
                


                
                    
                                                    Hamlet

                                                                    

                

            


        


    



                                            

                

            
                  

                

    


    
    



    
    
        

                    
                
                    
                        Explore

                    

                

            

        
        
            
                
                    
                                                    
    

                        
                    Shakespeare’s theater
                
        
        
            
                                    
                        
                    
                
            
            
                


                
                    
                                                    What was Shakespeare's theater like?

                                                Learn about the Globe and other London playhouses where Shakespeare’s company performed. What was it like to be an actor there, or an audience member?
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                                                Our Folger Method is revolutionizing how not just Shakespeare but all literature is taught using strategies that allow all students to own – and enjoy – complex texts.
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                                                Projects like Before ‘Farm to Table’ unite scholars and practitioners in investigations into the past to shed light on what matters to us today.
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                                                Your gifts make access to our collection, learning opportunities, and exciting experiences happen.
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